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@ A/lultiple picture/sound signals decoding apparatus. 

@ A multiple picture/sound signals decoding 
apparatus capable of reproducing multiple 
moving pictures simultaneously on a single dis- 
play device. For decoding input signals such as 
multiple moving picture signals and sound sig- 
nals read out from a recording medium or those 
received via transmission lines, the apparatus 
comprises decoding means (104,106,108) for 
curtailing the input picture signals at a pre- 
detenmined inter/al to produce multiple picture 
signals reduced both horizontally and vertically, 
and decoding each of such multiple picture 
signals; frame memories (109,110,111) connec- 
ted to the decoding means (104,106,108); 
means (115) for displaying the multiple pictures 
simultaneously on a single screen ; and means 
(112) for controlling the operations of the de- 
coding means (104,106,108) and the display 
means (115). In response to a mode selection 
signal, the control means (112) selects a multi- 
ple moving picture mode for displaying the 
reduced multiple moving pictures simul- 
taneously on a single screen of the display 
means (115), or a single moving picture mode 
for displaying merely one of the multiple mov- 
ing pictures on the screen of the display means 
(115). 

In the multiple moving picture mode, the 
images can be displayed in adjustable windows. 

Furthennore, a fast decoder can be used in 
multiplex to decode the multiple picture sig- 
nals. 
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